LETTERS. 


ON COLD WAR CAMELOT 


Frederick, Md. 

Andrew Kopkind’s version of “J.F.K.’s Leg- 
acy” [Dec. 5, 1988] fails to recognize the 
drastic change in Kennedy’s policies begin- 
ning with the 1962 missile crisis, and is wrong 
in its sneering reference to the 1963 Ameri- 
can University speech, which states Ken- 
nedy’s hope for those changed policies. 

Such things as the first step toward d6- 
tente, the limited test-ban agreement; cancel- 
ing some military contracts, including the 
Blue Streak missiles for Britain; stating the 
new policy of refusing to recognize military 
dictatorships that overthrew dercocraticsllv 
elected governments, as in the Dominican 
Republic; and ordering our withdrawal from 
Vietnam are hardly the policies of a “hard 
cold warrior from the start.” 
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To the Editor of The Nation ? 


BEGINNING WITH THE 1962 MISSILE 
CRISIS 


KOPKIND REPLIES 


New York City 

I had forgotten the full force of John F. Ken- 
nedy’s anti-Communism, as perhaps Harold 
Weisberg has, until reminded by the clips of 
the late President’s speeches, pronounce- 
ments and press conferences that overran the 
TV networks on the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of his death. There was Kennedy Red-baiting 
the Eisenhower Administration for failing to 
recognize the Soviet threat; there he was 
promising to stop Communism wherever it 
appeared in the world; there he was ra- 
tionalizing his beneficent programs such as 
the Alliance for Progress in starkly anti- 
communist terms. If that wasn’t hard cold 
war stuff, I don’t know what is. It was cer- 
tainly there “from the start” and, I now see 
more clearly, to the last. 
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Kopkind knows The Nation leans 
not on the TV networks to corr- 
ect forgettories how many 

are after the 1962 missile oris- 
is 7 

When will The Nation practice 


The Nation welcomes letters — typed, double 
spaced and no longer than 300 words, please. 
Letters may be edited for reasons of space. 
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